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Location and Context

The Felix Dennis Estate received planning
permission (with conditions) for a natural
burial site in Spernal, near Alcester, in 2011.

It is a 12 acre site, which is ex agricultural
semi-improved grassland and includes an
agricultural building.

A natural burial site offers a system where
coffins and shrouds are made of
biodegradable materials and the body
recycles naturally. This has connections
with a broader range of belief systems such
as sustainability.
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The existing vehicular access of crushed stone off Spernal
Lane, leads to an area of concrete hard standing and a metal
clad agricultural barn.

The highway verge at the access is wide, giving good visibility
in both directions.

The surrounding land comprises of fields of grassland, a field
planted with young woodland and Alne Wood.

The land drops from Spernal Lane, with the agricultural barn
situated in a natural hollow. The land rises sharply behind the
building, to the east. The other fields associated with the site to
the north and south of the building are undulating but
reasonably level.

The site boundary running parallel to Spernal Lane is made up
of mature trees and hedgerows.

There are a small number of residential properties nearby,
otherwise the site is surrounded by open countryside.
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Objectives of the woodland
Integration of the woodland naturally into its surroundings
Structural diversity

A balance between planting to establish young woodland and the need to
integrate new trees requested by customers into the existing structure

Native species

Ash Oak
Quercus robur

Consideration of the planting of sensitive areas (next to Alne Wood)
Fraxinus excelsior

F Pteridium Plans and provision of a robust but varied pattern of planting, which gives each
aquilinum species a good chance of contributing to the natural woodland structure without

relying heavily upon future stand management

A combination of planted clumps and open areas

Development of canopy, shrub, field and ground layers in appropriate locations
Mercurialis The National Vegetation Classification for the proposed woodland type falls into
perennis two main categories: W8 Fraxinus excelsior - Acer campestre - Mercurialis

perennis woodland and W10 Quercus robur - Pteridium aquilinum - Rubus

fruticosus woodland. These are the selected dominant species for the proposed

] woodland.
Field Maple

Acer campestre It is proposed to plant an initial tree/shrub structure for the burial site bearing in

Em Rubus mind that it is anticipated that a maximum of 133 burials may take place in any
B fruticosus one year and that trees may be planted at those burials that contribute to the
; structure of the woodland.

It is proposed to initially plant a small percentage of trees and shrubs to give
the field some structure yet leave the majority as open space so that the
woodland can develop as trees are planted as memorialisation.

Oaks and birch have been planted in groups of 3 with 3 to 4m spacing. There is
random spacing between other trees and shrubs.

A low percentage of graves are to be planted with standard tree species
such as oak and ash that become the permanent high canopy layer.

Coppicing

The majority of graves can be planted with coppice species such as
hazel, chestnut, ash or whitebeam.

These trees will then be ‘pruned’ at or near the ground level, at an
interval of between 7 and 15 years, depending on the species and growth
rate. This will encourage vigorous growth that supports wildlife and the
coppiced wood can provide an income. These trees will be permanent
markers of the graves and will have a potential to live for many years.

Coppicing the burial site in sections gives a cyclical opening up of certain
areas that encourages woodland flowers and then insects, butterflies,
birds and mammels.
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